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A Narrative Essay Test in Personnel Selection: A Trial of Measuring the Achievement Motive

Yukiko SAGISAKA, Hideyuki NIMURA, & Kentaro YAMAGISHI,
(Human Resource Research Institute)

This study provides the information of reliability and implications of
narrative essay tests for measuring achievement motive as a part of employee
selection processes. To develop the key achievement motive explicit and concrete
rating criterion, the TAT scoring method was applied to data (n=100) of essay
tests gathered from seven raters. Three raters were chosen from entry level
workers and the other four were professional writers of verbal testing items,
forming two contrast groups. The reliability of the achieverent motive ratings
was calculated for each group by the interrater reliability approach, resulting
that there was no significant difference between the groups. Coefficients of each
group’s achievement motive, general mental ability and personality traits were
calculated, suggesting the possibility that the achievement motive ratings thus
derived from essay tests implies individuality.
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